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The Databrary project 

Data sharing library for video, related data 

Video scoring, analysis tools 

Data management tools  

Procedures and policies that enable sharing 

Changing scientific culture 

http://github.com/databrary 



• Databrary.org 

• Private beta 

early 2014 

• Public release 

spring 2014 



• Video coding 

tool 

• 1.0 release 

Sept 2013 

• Free 

• 2.0 web-

based 



Why video? 

• Rich, informative 

• Transparent 

• Can be re-used, re-analyzed, re-purposed 



Sharing video is hard 

• Identifiable 

• Faces 

• Voices 

• Locations 

• Others 

 



Data-sharing model 

How it 

works today 



Data-sharing model 

Enter Databrary 



Data-sharing model 

Sharing with 

Databrary 



Data-sharing model 

New Investigator wants 

access to Databrary 



Data-sharing model 

Browsing, non-

research 



Data-sharing model 

Conduct 

Research 



Sharing identifiable data 

• Extending informed consent 

• Permission to share ≠ Consent to participate 

• Clarifying risk 

• Public Excerpts vs. Sharing with researchers 

• Personal Genome Project 

• Investigators must behave ethically 

http://www.personalgenomes.org/


Policies that enable sharing 

Databrary Release Template 

Investigator Agreement 

Definitions of terms 

Data Sharing Manifesto 

Bill of Rights 

Best Practices in Data Security 

http://bit.ly/17FtQeu
https://github.com/databrary/policies/blob/master/definitions.md
https://github.com/databrary/policies/blob/master/data-sharing-manifesto.md
https://github.com/databrary/policies/blob/master/bill-of-rights.md
https://github.com/databrary/policies/blob/master/best-practices.md


Levels of sharing  

Private: No sharing 

Shared: Sharing only with authorized 

researchers 

Excerptable: Sharing + excerpts may be 

created and shown by authorized researchers to 

the public 

Open: Sharing with the public 



Databrary Release Template 

Sharing ≠ research 

participation 

Data privacy 

Who has access? 

How long? 

No compensation 

Minor assent 

Levels of sharing 



Recording sharing permission 

All depicted 

individuals 

Explicit 

yes/no boxes 

Adults and 

minors 



 



Getting permissions right 

Rick Gilmore 

Dylan, Mike, do we/I want to say this? 

It grew out of the Datavyu 2.0 

discussion, but seemed to fit here. 

Electronically recorded permissions 

Linked to session- and participant-level 

metadata 

Avoid data entry errors 

Honor participants’ desired release level 

Spreadsheet template 

Web-based permission system 



Data-sharing model 

Conduct 

Research 



Investigator agreement 

Investigator Institution Databrary 

Access to Data 

Applies for access; 

Ethics training; notifies 

if change Institutions; 

supervise affiliates; not 

anonymous 

Investigators are PIs, 

affiliates are associated 

with Institution; 

Certifies ethics training 

Reviews, approves 

applications 

Contributing 

data 

Secures sharing 

permission from IRB, 

participants; transmits 

to Databrary; Removes 

PII from non-recordings 

Authorizes Databrary to 

share 

Maintains sharing 

permission; collects 

and hosts data, 

metadata 



Who promises what 

Investigator Institution Databrary 

Browsing, 

viewing data 

Protect privacy; protect 

data; show excerpts 

only with permission 

May receive 

information about 

usage 

Keeps track of who 

views, downloads; 

citations; metadata 

Using data for 

research 

Secure IRB approval; 

communicate IRB to 

Databrary 

Review and approve 

research protocols 

Monitor research 

usage; store IRB 

protocol info 

Monitoring and 

reporting 
Report sharing or other 

violations 

Reports sharing or 

other violations; Treats 

violations as violations 

of scientific integrity 

Reports sharing or 

other violations; may 

deny access, remove 

data 



The Databrary project 

Data sharing library for video 

Video scoring, analysis tools 

Data management tools  

Procedures and policies that enable sharing 

Changing scientific culture 



Keeping it up 

Storage fee 

User fee 

Curation fee 

Consortial models 

Institutional support 



http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/support/announcements/2013/09/sustaining-

domain-repositories-for 



How agencies can help 

Seed domain-specific pilot projects 

Incentives for collaboration 

Incentives for sharing data, tools, expertise 

Find, empower, fund sharers 

Reduce right hand/left hand ignorance 

Promote value of public/shared data 

NASA, National Weather Service, Census 



Thank you 


