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"The first step in winning the future is 

encouraging American innovation. None of us can 

predict with certainty what the next big industry 

will be or where the new jobs will come from. 

Thirty years ago, we couldnôt know that 

something called the Internet would lead to an 

economic revolution. What we can do -- what 

America does better than anyone else -- is spark 

the creativity and imagination of our people." 

 

 

-President Barack Obama, January 25, 2011 
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Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Working Group  

ÅWhite House Innovation and Information Policy 
Working Group ï co-chaired by NEC and OSTP 
ÅEvolved to Innovation and Entrepreneurship Working 

Group 

ÅCo-Chaired by Ginger Lew, NEC, and Aneesh Chopra 

ÅFour subcommittees 

ÅSBIR 

ÅProof of Concept 

ÅAccess to Capital 

ÅFederal Lab Commercialization  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transfer Technology from Federal Labs 

Å Over $100 billion dollars in Federal Research and Development  

Å Technical publications  

Å Hosting/Collaborating with Guest Researchers/Post 

Docs/Fellowships 

Å Informal collaborations with academic/industry/government agency 

colleagues 

Å Public Domain software 

Å Participation on Standards Committees 

Å Formal Collaborations (e.g., Cooperative Research and 

Development Agreements, Facility Use Agreements, Material 

Transfer Agreements) 

Å Small Business Innovation Research 

Å Patenting/Licensing 



Technology Transfer Legislation 

Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-480) 

The first of a series of laws about federal technology transfer. 

Requires laboratories to take an active role in technical cooperation. 

Established an office in each laboratory to coordinate and promote technology 

transfer. 
 

Bayh-Dole Act of 1980 (P.L. 96-517) 

Small businesses, universities, and not-for-profit organizations allowed to obtain 

titles to inventions developed with federal funds.  

Government laboratories permitted to grant exclusive patent licenses to 

commercial organizations.  
 

Federal Technology Transfer Act of 1986 (P.L. 99-502) 

Enabled government laboratories to enter into Cooperative Research and 

Development Agreements (CRADAs) and to negotiate licensing arrangements 

for patented inventions 

 



Goal of Technology Transfer: 

Availability and Use 
 

Government 

ÅResearch/Invent 

ÅRegulate 

ÅPublic benefit 

ÅConsumer 

Industry 

ÅDevelop 

ÅManufacture 

ÅDistribute 

ÅMarket 

ÅSell 


