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ÅWho is this guy? 

ÅWhy is he here? 

ÅWhy does that matter to me? 

ÅIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΚ 



First, 

a disclaimer 



Informatics @ SI 

ÅLǘΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ 
and many of our experts are CENDI members 

ÅDepending on how we draw the perimeter, 
many, many activities at SI are compelling 
examples  



Some great, quick examples: 

ÅThe Encyclopedia of Life (one web page/species) 

ÅThe Barcode of Life (DNA collection) 

ÅCenter For Earth & Planetary Studies 

ÅSTRI Informatics Office 

 



A Technology Survey 

(grounded in some numbers) 



   

America's national educational facility with  
19 museums, 9 research centers and  

over 160 affiliate museums around the world. 



165 years old 
~6000 people: ~3000 employees / ~3000 volunteers 



5 x 2 x 

6 x 

10 x 

137,000,000 x 

plus libraries and archives 
1 x 



1x 1x 1x 

1x 1x 



160x 

900 x 

plus ancillary devices 

5x 7x 



With these collections, 
systems, resources and staff 

we do amazing work 
in research, preservation, 
exploration and exposition 

on behalf 
of you.  



x 



x 



Å Veterinarians 

Å Researchers 

Å Librarians 

Å Archivists 

Å Horticulturists 

Å Cartographers 

Å Event Planners 

Å Security Guards 

Å Conservators 

Å Exhibition Specialists 

Å Zoologists 

Å Carousel Repairman 

Å Ethnomusicologist 

 

x 

Å Astrophysicists 

Å Computer Scientists 

Å Curators 

Å Biologists 

Å Education/Outreach 

Specialists 

Å Informatics Analysts 

Å Financial Analyst 

Å Statisticians 

Å Anthropologists 

Å Antiquities 

Specialists 

Å Aviation Historian 

Å Botanists 

 

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/educators/4a1a2_stamp.html
http://www.asia.si.edu/education/volunteer.htm
http://www.mnh.si.edu/highlight/feathers/
http://www.mnh.si.edu/highlight/fossil_scale_tree/index.html
http://www.mnh.si.edu/highlight/triceratops/


30,000,000 x 

188,000,000 x 



Did you know? 



Species Identification 



Forensic Anthropology 





Smithsonian Strategic Plan 

Dr. G. Wayne Clough, Smithsonian Secretary  

http://www.si.edu/about/ 

Four Grand Challenges 

1. Unlocking the  
Mysteries of the Universe 

2. Understanding and 
Sustaining a  
Biodiverse Planet 

3. Valuing World Cultures 

4. Understanding the 
American Experience 

http://www.si.edu/about/


A dynamic, 
evolving environment 

poses questions 
to our staff, 
our funders, 

and our constituents 



How do we 

best shepherd 

the collections? 



Old Learning Model New Learning Model 

What experiences and ways of interacting 
do our constituents seek? 



What decisions must we make 
with respect to technology 
and change management? 



Technology 
Initiatives 

for 
Broadening Access 

Å T h e  M o d e r n  We b 

Å T h e 

S m i t h s o n i a n 

C o m m o n s 

Å M o b i l e  C o m p u t i n g 

Å Ta b l e t s a n d  

aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘϰ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ 

Å 3 D  D i g i t i z a t i o n  a n d   

F a b r i c a t i o n 



A Dynamic Environment 

The Modern Web 



si.edu 
Main 

19 
Museums 
& Galleries
  

National 

Zoo 

9 Research 
Centers 

Center for 
Education & 

Museum 
Studies 

National 
Science 

Resource 
Center 

Smithsonian 
Across 

America 

Latino 
Center 

Asian Pacific 
Program 

Folkways 

Center for 
Folklife & 
Cultural 
Heritage 

Smithsonian 
Magazine 

goSmithsonian 

Resident 
Associates 

Smithsonian 
Channel 

Many 
aƻǊŜΧ 

Traditional Web 



Improve opportunities for discovery 

1 . F r e e  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  k n o w  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  s e e k 

2 . H i g h l i g h t  o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  o f f e r i n g s 

3 . I m p r o v e  s e a r c h 

4 . I m p r o v e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y 

5 . R e f l e c t  o u r  n e w  s t r a t e g i c  i m p e r a t i v e s 

 

C O N S T R A I N T:  S t a y  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  &  l i m i t e d  f u n d s 



Live December ??, 2010 

 



Navigation-ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
objective 

Real-time translation in 50+ 
languages ά/ŀƭƭ ǘƻ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ 

buttons 

Photo slide show 

Most requested 
information on the 
Home Page 

Banners Promoting 
Smithsonian Commercial 
Offerings Required 

Governance 
Information 

Highlight Social 
Media Offerings 

Upcoming Events from Shared 
Calendar 

Plan my Visit: #1 Reason People 
Come to the Main site 

Dynamic Feeds 
from the Magazine 


